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ber of the room where the applicant should apply. He
wrote a legible hand and spelled correctly all the words
given him in a fairly difficult dictation.

The boy was quite conscious of his own defect in num-
ber work and after leaving regular school and beginning
to work he had attended night school hoping to gain
there some knowledge of arithmetic. He had gone for
three weeks and then stopped, quite discouraged. He
realized that all his school career had been hampered by
his difficulty, and, indeed, he had only reached fourth
grade in spite of his very evident capacity for acquiring
knowledge of many kinds.

Except in the light of his successes and failures on psy-
chological tests, it would be difficult to explain his in-
ability to learn arithmetic by ordinary methods. One
could only have concluded without tests that he has a
very specialized defect, but there could be no under-
standing of the basis for it. The explanation is evident
when his exceedingly poor auditory memory for numbers
is discovered. One may ask whether the boy had any
concept of number. Certain it is he has had opportu-
nity for acquiring this if only through his experience while
working. As for powers of discrimination and abstrac-
tion, which are involved in the transition from experience
with the concrete to facility with abstract number com-
binations, no defect for these is found on tests. If they
are at fault and are factors in his inability to perform
arithmetic work, they are at least specialized and true
only in this one field.

It is impossible to state definitely whether any amount
of training would have overcome this innate lack; it is
certain that now, at his age, it would still be unprofitable
to endeavor to teach him by the usual methods, which
have already proved ineffectual in his case, since his
training had been extended over more than eight years*